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Upanishads, epics and the Smrithis constitute the foundation of Aryan
culture. These have been the determining factors all along upto this
day. A woman's life has been moulded for ages by their influence.
Let us examine them.

Hindus have been propagating that the Vedas were not written
by .man but were pronounced by Brahma, the Creator-god. These
theists have attributed divinity to them. The argument that the position
of woman in the Vedic society (2200-1200 B.C.) was very high and
noble and that it has to be restored is very strong. In reality a
woman's role has been described differently at different places in
the Vedas. What is said in Yajur Veda differs from what is said
in Rig Veda, It is likewise varying in Sama Veda and Atharva VEda.
There are discrepancies in the same text. Differences abound
between chapter and chapter, and verse and verses; they confuse.
Scholars like Alteker, Kapadia and Indira have maintained that there
is not much differentiation between man and woman. Still, we find
from the verses in the Rig Veda that men and women are given
a higher and lower status respectively. It is said that a woman has
a role to play in ceremonies and sacrifices and that both men and
women are equal in the eyes of religion; it is stated at another place
in the same Rig Veda that a son is needed for escaping hell. "Oh
God! protect my son who is to be born. Let my offspring be man
and no woman.11 (Atharva Veda 2-3-23).

"Oh! God! you have given me progeny, Give me a son, woman
can be born elsewhere, but give me only a boy." A woman's defeat
begins even when she is conceived. The mother who pines for a
son becomes disheartened at seeing the birth of a girl. She begs
for pardon from the family members as if she has committed a crime.
That there are no accounts of festivities in the VEdas at the time
of a girl's birth is common knowledge. Even now that is the practice
obtaining.

It is written in the Satapatha Brahmana that a woman without
a son is an unfortunate being. That shows that her life is vitally
linked with a desire for a son. In fact her family life is intertwined
with the anguish for a son. In Atharva Veda it, is affirmed that
marriage is meant for offsprint only and that too a boy. The
description of the woman's character in the VEdas is cruel and
heinous. An exhoratfon is made to man that he should run away
from the friendship of woman as a woman is cruel like the wolf (Rig
Veda 6-5-82). The statements that dogs, crows, Shudras and women
belong to the same class, that sirifuiness, deceit and ignorance are